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Summary of Chief Warrant Officer 5 David Cooper’s Actions

Deserving of the Distinguished Service Cross

  Chief Warrant Officer 5 David Cooper was an AH-6 Little Bird helicopter pilot flight lead for a daytime assault mission in central Iraq requiring helicopters to insert special operations ground forces to kill or capture a foreign fighter facilitator.  En route to their destination, CW5 Cooper’s wingman, piloting another Little Bird, was shot down by enemy fire.  The rest of the helicopter assault force immediately landed. With the help of the special operations ground forces on board, they set up a defensive perimeter to protect the aircraft and all of the personnel. 

  No one was injured, but the aircraft was not flyable. The troops maintained security of the site waiting for a downed aircraft recovery team to arrive and move the Little Bird back to their base.  About 40 minutes following the crash landing, numerous enemy personnel on trucks quickly approached the crash site. The enemy began firing at the special operations forces and their aircraft using anti-aircraft machine guns, rocket propelled grenades and small arms fire.  With little options to find cover and concealment, the U.S. forces found themselves in a dangerous situation, completely out-gunned and out-numbered by the enemy.

  Realizing the severity of the situation, CW5 Cooper and his co-pilot moved without hesitation under enemy gunfire to their Little Bird and started the engine.  Without his wingman, meaning he was the only aircraft in the sky over this firefight, CW5 Cooper took off to get an overhead look at the situation and to fire back on the enemy.  Almost immediately after taking flight, CW5 Cooper’s aircraft began receiving enemy fire.  Now all of the enemy focus went to firing on CW5 Cooper’s aircraft, providing a distraction from the enemy attacking the ground force troops.  With complete disregard for his own safety, CW5 Cooper piloted his aircraft directly toward the enemy who were still firing anti-aircraft weapons directly at him.  He made multiple low-level passes as the sole aircraft over this firefight, eliminating enemy threats and continuing to keep the focus off of the special operations ground forces still on site.  

  After several attacks on the enemy position, CW5 Cooper’s aircraft was low on fuel and ammunition.  Rather than leaving the scene to re-fuel and re-arm, he landed in the middle of the other aircraft, during the ongoing firefight, where he and the other pilots transferred fuel and ammunition from the downed Little Bird to his aircraft.  Now armed with potentially damaged ammunition from the crash and the greatest amount of fuel to maximize how long he could stay in the fight, CW5 Cooper powered up and took flight again as soon as possible. 

  Still the only aircraft in this firefight, CW5 Cooper continued firing at the enemy as they simultaneously returned fire at his helicopter. Determined to eliminate the enemy threat and protect his special operations brethren still on the ground, he continuously attacked the enemy position even though he had discovered several of the rockets he loaded from the downed aircraft were damaged and would not launch. He continued putting his life at risk by firing these potentially volatile rockets on the enemy until the aircraft was virtually out of ammunition.

  As a result of CW5 Cooper’s devastating aerial attacks, the enemy fled the scene at this time. Once they were beyond firing range of the ground forces on site, CW5 Cooper finally landed his aircraft to preserve fuel in case they enemy returned.  Soon after, another Little Bird helicopter arrived on station to backfill the downed wingman’s aircraft.  Even at this time, when ordered to return to base, CW5 Cooper demanded to stay at the site to provide additional needed coverage until the disabled Little Bird was recovered.  The ground force commander gave a final order and CW5 Cooper finally conceded and left the area to return to base.
  According to the supporting documentation that recommended CW5 Cooper be awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, his aggressive actions, complete disregard for his personal safety and extreme courage under fire resulted in him single-handedly repelling the enemy attack.  This enemy was more mobile than the ground force, had significantly larger weapons systems and greatly outnumbered the U.S. forces.  If not for CW5 Cooper’s actions, the ground force would have become decisively engaged and would certainly have taken heavy casualties.  His actions assured the survival of the men on this mission and were in keeping with the finest traditions of the special operations community.  
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